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BY WILLIAM T. MARTIN.
ET is an interesting; gathering. th<

crowd standing; there in the cold
rainy dawn of the breaking Februarymorning, anxiously peeringthrough the great door of the Pari:

railroad station. It is dark and hollow
inside except for the murky, yellow
glare of a few dirty electric bulb:
strung over the high ceiling.'
On all the faces there is a look o

Strained eagerness, subdued to th<
point of pain. Something seems abou
to snap. It is an assorted crowd. Almostevery human type is represented
There are old and young: of both sexes

».ill clad, well clad, richly clad. Practicallyall wear some token of mourningand many are in deep black. A
few very old women and men. too oh
to he totterins: around alone, are do-
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pending: on others for support. Sev- 1

a cral have nobody to help them and are

doing as they can, leaning on canes or

against the wall of the station. Here
and there a child hugs the folds of its

3
mother's dress or a woman stands with
a bah}'.

*
* #

9

They are awaiting the arrival of the
f second "grande blesses" train of the

war. French soldiers taken in attacks,
and held for months as prisoners of
war, their identities lost in the prison
camps of Germany and finally given
up as hopelessly maimed and forever
unfit for further military service, are

being sent back. The train is now expectedin a few minutes. It is a specialtrain from Switzerland.
The throng at the door represents
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* French Soldiers
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hat might in a few minuses be the
veethearts, mothers-*, wives and the
herwise loved ones of the oncoming
ipples. Just now no one knows,
hey have been notified by the aulorities.who have only names, and
ere names, some have learned before,
rc deceptive. From the anxious faces

is evident that with the exception
r a few the news is that of the resurmtionof the dead.
The train will pull In at the far end
f the station, and the huge room imlediatelyinside is reserved for the
rnbulances of the various Red Cross
ocieties that now glide up over the
1tla inftino hofnro thft H nr.r nn ct tho
rowd and into the station. Inside, the
rivers line up in order, the backs of
le cars open and facing one another.
Orderlies busy themselves with
iretchers and lay them in order on the
oor near the cars and stand ready,
'resh ambuiances continue to. pull up
rie little incline, and as the drivers
nd orderlies from their seats look
tto the crowd there are some who
uickiy turn their faces away, in the
cenly sensitive manner of the French,
lat their emotions may not be seen.
Inside, as brancardiers and drivers
Land and wait, it. seems exceptionally
uiet for so many persons. Occasion

llythe light rain eari*"#e heard falling
n the high roof. Suddenly from a hall
t the far end of a long, narrow coridorleading from the room where the
rnbulances are lined up comes word
lat the train is pulling into the yards,
istantly the room fills with the swish
f many feet as the Red Cross people
ock to the corridor and crowd through
) the other side. The crowd outside
not allowed to enter.

The train finally pulls in.a long
ring of second-class cars of the Swiss
»-pe. distinguished from the French
laches by the characteristic bits of
wiss scenery inlaid along the walls of
ie compartments. It runs along the
ide of the station at the other end,
nder a shed.

*
* *

Brancardiers line up along the dark
arrow platform, lighted by a glaring
icandescent here and there. Others
arry heaps of blankets and stretchers
hich they pile at regular intervals
long the platform.
As the train moves along, slowly and
oiselessly, the ex-soldiers can be seen
t the windows. Most of them seem to
e able to stand up or remain in sitster
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s as the Trains Bearing Inji
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r A RELIEF POST. THEY ARE EITHER V
HANDS ARE PRISONERS.

ting postures. The strongest crowd to the c

the windows. Their faces, too, are over t
strained and eager. are lo
They are still in their uniforms and One

these they have apparently cleaned There
and mended after the long detention in bitter
the prison camps. Stuck in their caps weary
and pinned on their chests are little son, a

flags, tri-colored tinsel and flowers, eringf
gifts received from Swiss children on she n<

their way through the country. In The
their eagerness to breathe the air, to walk
see. hear or feel their fellowmen about sound
them, the war's derelicts cram the win- soldie
dows until the doors are opened. in coi

It is a wonderful experience after in- Sudt
describable hardships, they say. No screai
one smiles. denly
The train stops and the doors are carry

opened. It takes the greater part of whert
an hour to unload the cars. The sol- hands
riiers are led, carried, wheeled or sup- few s

ported into a vast waiting room near sciouf
by at the corridor. Armless, sightless, "My
legless, faceless even, horribly disflg- the n<
ured. bent double and crippled in every He
conceivable way, they manage to hob- substi
ble along with the help of the bran- rlaspe
cardiers. who call them endearing is ha
names and carry the piles of gaudy tall.I
sacks and little souvenirs of all sorts gives
they receiver! in Switzerland or were shall
allowed to bring over. They are the face,
last word in broken beings. In their cealec
eagerness, a pitiful enthusiasm, they writt<
ply their attendants with questions. youth
They were treated horribly, they de- of a

dare.fed on vile food and sometimes crush
beaten. They are unanimous in say- happy
ing this, but they say they received alive,
more lenient treatment than that meted Muc
to the English prisoners. As they talk onds.
in their weakness and misery some say eagerfoolish things. pectai"It is enough, this war. How long nf tjv
yet will it last, do you know?" asks a little
little, thin fellow with a shaggy heard facesand an armless sleeve pinned over his
chest. He has a catch in his voice as
«»j weitHiiesf*. ney 10m us noining in

Germany, the dirty cows! Ah, it is The
good here, this place! f used to come husba
here to see an aunt in the country. I

washappy then. My mother, is she nrst

here?" heart,
* forev<

* * . A wo
At the door through which they pass an(j s

stands a galaxy of officers and civilians surc
of note, who salute and lift their hats jlas ^
to the homecoiners. One fellow, an(j }l
wheeled along in a chair, with a leg about
and an arm missing, manages to hold ^istin
onto a large French flag. Tt is frayed
at the edges and much faded. It part- Two
ly covers his body and the missing leg.
He draws a solemn salute and a tear of un
as he passes. to ta

Finally the train is unloaded. All |
of the soldiers are now assembled In pa8S
the lar^e room. The place is deco- and 1
rated with flowers, ferns and flags, heart;
There are long tables set In banquet ^ani
style. The dishes are of tin, but the they
tables are spread with real, linen and A si

strewn with roses. At the plates are g^g'^
little tri-colored favors of divers types. an^ j
It is evident that tlie various Red speak
Cross societies have concentrated their show
efforts to stretch the funds allotted to Sudde
them. weepi
The soldiers are arranged around the the a

tables. Spotlessly gowned nurses, with "Fath
red crosses on their arms or caps, flit the o
here and there and minister to the as hi!
soldiers as if to so many children, pat- appea
ting them and saying nice little things h
as they stoop and pass from one to the Thei
other. darkAtthe other end of the station the that 1
crowds still stand without the door. he gjt
They are held back by gendarmes at alap
both sides of the entrance. The pent an st
up eagerness is now kdyed to the high- shouh
est pitch. It is manifest by the very The'
silence of the throng. It is a weighted, jie lej
oppressive silence that now and then is cer y
broken by short waves of restlessness aH
and a few low words here and there.
Women fix little things about their wolll(j
dress, their hats or hair, and fingers she ^
twitch and pull at handkerchiefs. tellini
In the room of the tables there is also jn

silence, and the men are beginning to
nibble at their food. schooThen it comes: From the far end of thinkthe corridor leading to where, the crowd
has waited comes a rustle, a swish of
many feet and the officers and brancaridiers gathered at the tables in silence jn <
turn to look.
The long string of parents, wives, learn

sweethearts and children comes on jn
steadily through the long, narrow pas-
sage toward the tables. Now the si- made
ience is tense and breathless. Not one tlce.
iu that sad, straining crowd is sure of ter nc
a reunion. They come on with somethingthat resembles a giant billow "en 11

ready to break. Meai
jr cries,

+ * relief
In the eagerness of expectancy the faces

are painful to see. There is a woman Nurse:
with a baby in her arms and poorly mi nisi
dressed. An old man hobbles along cheerf

sobs a
with the aid of a cane, one hand feebly not'
extended toward an elderly, stout wo- eral h
man, who pushes along In the lead, the si
She has a face set for disappointment. c/**the
Near her is a slight, gentle looking the pi
woman whose face is furrowed In deep satisfh

lines and who tries to force an air of
unconcern. rows.
Three women pass and in their frantic denly

eagerness to get at the tables push growii
ner\ ouslj through little openings in raent

to! I
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,AR WIDOWS OR THEIR HI'Srowd.

Everybody tries to look
he shoulders of those in front. All
oking in the same direction,
can see much in a few seconds,
is a face on which is written the
est of disappointment, with a

hopelessness as though the peru;nniqnIvjH liovn at uimilar falli-
before only to meet the anguish

ow expects.
people flock ahead and begin to
along the tables. There is no
but the swish of the feet. The

rs sit motionless in their chairs
ntained eagerness,
ienly a woman screams. Her
11s rise to shrieks and as sudstop.Through the crowd they
her to a chair near the platform

i the train pulled in. A dark,
iome soldier hobbles along, in a

seconds the woman regains consnessand with a rending cry of
boy.boy:" throws herself about
eck of the soldier,
stands on one leg and a wire
itute for the other. An arm
»d about the waist of the woman
ndless. The soldier.he is very
lends over the woman stiffly and
her a long passionate kiss. I
never forget the look on his
It is a smile, full of pain con1,but a smile, and therein is

?n a knowledge of the dream of
gone and the earnest ambitions
little more than a year ago

ed forever. The woman is very
for he was long dead and is

h happens in the next few secLovedones are clasped with the
ness of the long months of exncy.Women rush from one end
e large room to the other with
cries as they catch sight of the
they seek.

*
* *

woman with the balA' finds her
nd. He sees the child for the
time. A soldier holds his sweethutsees her not, for he is blind
r, so he feels her face and smiles,
man rushes into a soldier's arms

suddenly recoils to make doubly
of his identity. Part of his face
een shot away. But he cart see,
e stands up and throws his arms

ner. rie can oniy mumoie mctlyfrom a semblance of a

l. But he does his best.
women, fashionably clothed,

cloak their eagerness with looks
concern as they pass from table
hie showing' a little photograph.
:hey meet only headshakes from
ildiers, and sad smiles. Still they
on, going over the ground again
try to smile brightly, but their
3 are breaking. No one lias seen
Sometimes they look long and
at some disfigured face before
are convinced and again pass on.
ip of a girl goes up to one of the
rs. He is crippled and as he
itill in his chair she bends over
cisses him on both cheeks. She
s in a natural voice with little
of emotion for a minute or so.

inly, she bursts into hysterical
ng and throwing herself full into
rins of the wounded man, cries,
ier!" The soldier, not expecting
utburst, soothes the child as well
3 crippled back will allow. The
1 in that one word, the way the
as said It, will never leave me.
re is a lieutenant there. He wears
colored glasses to hide the fact
lis eyes have been shot away. As
s in his chair, nervously picking
iece of cake, a pretty young womandsby with her hand on his
3er.
v were engaged, these two, when
't home, full of hope and an offl/henhe heard he was coming back
ked the authorities that his name
thheld from the list so his fiancee
be unaware of his return. But

ad learned of his arrival, and is
? him that it makes no difference,
ys now past, those of another life
was a surgeon not long out of
1 and his was a big ambition. He
s of this while the girl stands by.

*
* *

Germany he found a chance to
how to make little useful things.
8 bag are some articles he has
after much hard work and prac-
But he can do these things bet>w.and easier, and he has a sudope.
nwliile the air is filled with little
much excited talking. There is
after the pent-up anxiety of
months and there are sobs as

>thers find those they look for.
s tripping through the throngs.
Lering here and there, smiling
'ully, unexpectedly burst into
.nd hurry away as they see things
sscribable, while among the sevlundredobservers lined up along
des there is not a dry eye.
meal is now over. The majority
crowd are interspersed among

aces at the tables, exultant and
ed, having found those they were
g for. But there are still many
ontinue to pass among the long
stopping here and there or sudretracingtheir steps with a
ng feeling of. terrible d^appointasthey scan ^id rescan the faces

1916.

From ]
-Home-Coming of
s by the Germans.

r*
or runner military
datives.
>out them now wildly hoping
fainst hope that those they search
e present.
They pass faster along: the tables,
jrvously and quickly looking: around
many directions. Muscles of their

ces twitch spasmodically, eyes nar>wor widen and fingers jerk and pull.
While the throngs still press about
lere is a rapping: on a table, a sudden
yingf down of the confusion of sound
r.d silence. It is announced that
lere is to be a short address to the
>ldiers.
The speaker is a notable from the
ar office and a well known patriot
mongr the people. He arises at the
id of a table in a far corner of the
>om and bows low before his comitriots.He comes to thank his
Mends, his brothers, he says, for their
jrvice to the country. Their sacrifices
a\'e been for France, for those they
>ve, for others, and the thought is a
inL t tjiu jjt_ 11i><« i 1011. ne nas lost mree
)ns in the war. They died for their
>untry and he regrets he has no more
> serve France as nobly.
"I can still say 'Vive la France!'"
e adds and sits down.

*
* *

Follow from somewhere a few scat
redcheers, then a slight hurst of aplausethat suddenly spreads aVound

nd fill the room. Up and down the
>ng tables run wavering shouts of
Vive la France!" Here and there
re soldiers who snatch the little tri-
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Prison (
color flaps from their breasts or caps t
and with feeble arms wave them as o

they cry out in voices shaken and <1
feeble. t
It takes some seconds for the cheer- a

inp to die down. Here and there are
soldiers who smile as they wave the h
little flaps. Tt is with something" of
the eager patriotism of former days f
and on their faces Is nothlnp of re- a
gret. They have sacrificed their all, t
but It has been for France, their coun- t
try, and there is cause for pride in
that! Such is the spirit of the French
people.
The banquet over, the soldiers are

taken to the waiting ambulances in the
large room at the other end of the 0

corridor. Their loved ones help them
along as they still passionately kiss r
and clasp one another. They till the
ambulances one by one, and as the cars f

are filled they back out and leave for s
their destinations. 3
The cripples go to various hospitals

and places prepared by the govern- f
ment, where they will learn trades and. t
will otherwise be taken rare of. Here t
they will be visited by those they
know. As the ambulances pass from
the yards into the street people pass- ^
ing flock to the curbs, attracted by
the sights from the rear ends of the
ambulances.wounded soldiers bedeck- c

ed in flaps and gaudy material. They j
have never seen anything like it. (
Back in the station, there are those a

who linger to the end, anxiously 2
searching and researching the faces as
the returned soldiers continue to pass x
through the corridor, are packed into
the cars and are whisked away. But *

it seems in vain. J,
There is a woman in deep mourning j

who now fills the air with low. dry
sobs. They telegraphed her that her
husband was still alive and would be *
on the train. She came, filled with the \
joy of a hope, after those months of
mourning for a loved one dead. Now ^
they are forced to tell her it has been 1

a mistake. f
The shock would unbalance a 1

stronger person, probably. But the lit- *

tie. frail woman in her weakness and
misery, utter and hopeless, only sobs f

softly. There is nobody to comfort her. 1

It is not forgettable.the absolute
hopelessness and drawn misery cut into f
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he hazard faces of the dlsappointdones as thev slowly and wearily
raff themselves hack through th«< staionand away into the murky Februryday.
The ambulances have left and the

jail is deserted except for a few staining-here and there, loath to depart bcorethe last ambulance, still hoping
gainst hope. Now suddenly they find
hemselves alone. As they realize It
hey follow the others.

The Waltz of the Ostrich.
rHK so-called waltzing of the ostrich

consists of a rapid whirling movenent,sometimes in one direction,
lometimes in another, with the wtrigs
ipread out and alternately elevated
ind 'depressed. A fascinating sight is
iresented by a large flock of the giganIcbirds showing their good spirits by
his strenuous dancing.
First one bird will dart forward and

>egin the circular movements; another
vill follow, and then another and an»ther,until the entire flock i* careennground in the mad whirl. Some will
ontinue until they drop exhausted, or.
ipparently becoming giddy, stumble
ind fall.
The dance is seen at its best only

vhen a considerable number of birds
ire together. Although it is often
>erformed by a few only, it is never
io intense or prolonged as when the
lock is large.
Chicks only a month or two old engagein the amusement, although they

ire rather clumsy and sometimes stum>le.particularly when they are reversing.As they grow older they learn
o make several complete turns with
treat facility, although even adult
>irds sometimes stumble and break
heir legs in falling.
This dance is no donht instinctive.
)strich chicks begin the whirl even
vhen reared away from other ostrich's.wilhout the chance to see the per'ormance.r
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